AUDITION INSTRUCTIONS & TIPS
IMPORTANT PLEASE READ CAREFULLY

Please note, current Cast It Talent members should log in and submit their audition from the
Roles section of the CIT web site. You will need to upload your audition video (using the
instructions on the following pages) and submit it as part of a package.

PROJECT: About a Boy
CASTING: Cami Patton
Before you start your audition:
Find a quiet room that has very little or no background noise. TV’s, fans, running water
and air conditioning can be distracting. Make sure you are taping in front of a plain wall
and that the main light source comes from behind the camera. Don’t film in front of a
window(s) -- this will create a silhouette, not good for shooting. Try to position the actor
a few feet away from the wall to avoid shadows. Your camera should ideally sit on a
tripod to maintain a steady image. If you don’t have a tripod, make sure you can put the
camera on a stable surface. Record a test sample and see how it looks and sounds on
the computer first to make final adjustments before taping the scenes. If you can’t see
or hear yourself well, we won’t be able to either.

Taping Instructions:
Step 1 - The "Slate"
• Start by zooming the camera out as wide as possible for a full body shot, then zoom in
for your medium headshot (chest up). Have the actor look RIGHT INTO THE
CAMERA and answer these questions (a reader can ask questions):
•
•
•
•
•

Your name
State your age
Where do you live?
How tall are you?
You can now start the scene – make sure you are standing for all scenes

Step 2 - Record the Scenes attached
• Record your audition using the scenes attached at the end of this document
• Read the helpful tips below to make sure your video looks as professional as possible!

Helpful tips for a good audition video:
• Please read the script beforehand. We need you to be prepared and as off-book as
possible.

• The wall behind you should ideally be white or blue. Try to position yourself a few feet
away from the wall to avoid shadows.
• Make sure the main light source comes from behind the camera, since you want the
viewer to be able to see your face clearly. (Don’t film in front of a window – this will
create a silhouette, not good for shooting.)
• Your camera should ideally sit on a tripod to maintain a steady image. If you don’t
have a tripod, make sure you can put the camera on a stable surface.
• Frame CHEST UP - not too much headroom. Make sure we can see your face.
• Record a test sample and see how it looks and sounds on the computer first to make
final adjustments before taping the scenes. If you can’t see or hear yourself well, we
won’t be able to either.
• Make sure your camera is positioned at eye level or slightly above. Do not shoot from
under your chin – no one looks good that way!
• Make sure to get a good reader to read the lines opposite you. Your reader should
stand RIGHT NEXT TO THE CAMERA, almost straddling the tripod. Direct your lines
to your reading partner so that your eye line is not into the camera, but just slightly off,
connecting with your reading partner’s eyes.
Please contact Cast It Talent support at ‘talentsupport@castitsystems.com’. We’ll be
glad to help!

Ready to Upload: How to Submit Your Audition
• Follow the instructions for Windows or Mac to digitize the video (instructions can be
found on the main page of the open call web site)
• When you are ready to submit the audition video, go back to the open call web site,
select your role and click "submit". You will need to fill out your information when
prompted in order to upload your video, headshot and resume

